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Maguire's Store 
by Tom Feathers 


Maguire's Store, as the community is called in early U. S. postal 
guides, is one of Washington County's most picturesque ghost—towns. It 
is also one of the county's interesting historic spots. It is reached 
by way of the old Huntsville road, which is now Highway 16 east from 
Fayetteville to the intersection with Highway 74 about two miles north 
of Elkins. Highway 74 crosses the’ main branch of White River and then 
on to Maguire's Store (about 1 mile), Tuttle, Wesley and Hurtsville. 
The tree-shadowed White River has its. bed through what was once the 
Hosea. M. Maguire estate, The Washington-Madison County line is between 
Tuttle and Wesley. | Maguire's Store is approximately 4 miles west of 
this line, which is the eastern limit of Washington County... 


Mr. and Mrs, Owen Maguire moved to the site #f Maguire's Store. in 
the early 1830s,bringing with them their sons, Hosea M. and...Greene. 
They camé to Washington County from Bowling Green, Kentucky, to which 
place they had moved from their native state of North Carolina. Mr.and 
Mrs, Maguire were of Scotch-Irish extraction. Both sons were born near 
Bowling Green, Hosea in 1813, The elder Maguires built the home across 
the road from the store building, on the broad: acres that they had 
homesteaded before Arkansas became a state. 


Another of the community's historic homes was built by. Owen's son, ~ 
Hosea Marmaduke Maguire, in the early 1850s. It was called the "new 
house" or sometimes "the big house", After the brilliant wedding that 
united him with Miss Louise Trammel, a-Missouri girl, in 1850, and 
after the wearing of the "second day dress'', Hosea took his bride into 
the big house, which home he had built for her on the same estate and 
across the road from the home built by his father, 


Hosea and his wife reared a large family. John Henry was the first 
child, born May 23, 1852; Mary Jane, who married Milburn Moore of 
Prairie Grove; Josephine, in 1855, who became Mrs. Alf Williams; Nancy 
Louise (Bedie), born in 1858, and now Mrs, Devin -- her husband having 
come from Viny Grove; Leticia Belle, who died in childhood; William in 
1860; and then, years later, the baby of the entire household, Addie, 
who saw the light of day in her grandfather's ald log house. “She was 
the late Mrs. Addie Felker of Payetteville. 


At one time these homes were scenes of gaiety, where beaux in high 
silk hats and belles in hoops or crinolines danced to the Arkansas 
Traveler and other tunes of the times, These homes also have been un- 
willing hosts to marauding Yankee soldiers. One of the daughters told 
the story of how the family shivered in bed as blue-coated men carry- 
ing swords and muskets, forced the door, entered the home in the dead 
of night, and tore all the covers from beds, leaving three small girls 
weeping and coverless in their trundles. In these buildings, pictur: 
esque old Mammy slaves have cooked, spun, woven and dyed wool or 
walked babies or lived in the servant quarters only a few steps away. 


Men of the family, once large stock owners, have seen both slaves 
and stock carried off, the former as prisoners or aides, and the lat-— 
ter to be butchered to feed the enemy, encamped in a grove nearby. 


Prior to the War Between the States a school was established in.a. 
log room just to the east of where the store building is located.’ This 
log school house of the 1832-36 period has long since disappeared, Even 
the "new't school which was build soon after the War on the property of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wes King has been removed. This property had been baeyeleues 
ly owned by Greene Maguire, Hosea’s brother, 


Hosea M. Maguire este eieuted to the Southern cause in the Civil War. 
At the close of the War he had no money but he retained the initiat— 
ive to rebuild.In 1867 the building of native bricks in which Hosea set 
himself up in the general mercantile business was completed. He traded 
groceries and household necessities for chickens, eggs, hams, hogs, 
cattles, mules or horses. The business reached such proportions that at 
one time.Mr. Maguire had a feeding shed about a hundred yards long, to 
the west of the store, 


At about the same time (1867) Dr. B.F. Williams and John W. Meredith 
settled here while the country was under martial law. Dr.Williams pur- 
chased the former home of Owen Maguirre across the road from the store, 
and Mr. Meredith settled on a farm adjoining the Hosea Maguire estate 
on the northwest. Dr. Williams, along with the practice of medicine, 
was a Cumberland Presbyterian minister. Nr. Meredith was. one of the 
pioneer school teachers ‘as vell as a farmer, The late Rev.Dave Hood, 
who passed away recently at Elkins, was the last living member of Mr. 
Meredith's first pupils. Other teachers at the Maguire school included 
Tom Cherry; Billy Williams, later county judge and father of Carrie 
Lee Bivens; Hade Smith, father of Mrs.E.C.Tatum; Lizzie Clark, now Mrs. 
G.¥..Hayes and mother of Mrs. Ed Watson; Otis Thompson; and Mrs. Cener 
Robins, daughter of John W. Meredith; and Alf Williams, who taught his 
wife, a daughter of Hosea Maguire. Other pupils of the early - day 
school were, among others: Ike Combs; Hugh lteagan and his future wife 
Belle Agee; Frank Campbell and later-wife,Effie illiams; Mary Maguire 
and future husband, Milburn D, Moore; and H. M. Benbrook. 


Across the street from the store, the vine-—covered old blacksmith 
shop which was operated by Jim Oliver, father of Joe Oliver of Elkins, 
also has vanished. Mr. andNrs. Oliver made their home in a two-room 
house on this same site. the blacksmith shop was noted as the scene of 
the horse—shoeing of mounts ridden by four of the five bank—robbers 
who attempted to rob the McIlroy Bank in: Fayetteville in 1875. 


That event gave the two towns much to talk about for many years. The 
robbers rode boldly into Fayetteville at noon to hold up the bank, but 
were apprehended inthe act. Before fleeing they staged. a Shoot ing 
party on the public square, using the old barracks (located where the 
postoffice now stands) as breastworks. These robbers killed a restaur- 
ant operator by the name of Wing, who happened to be in their way, 


Keb Pettigrew was Sheriff and he’ pressed others into service. George 
Albright, son-in-law of Stephen K. Stone, a town-founder, and George 
Reed Sr., father of John, Fay, George and Lina X, aided officers. The 
two fired at the fleeing men and late that evening one of the bandits 
was found dead from wounds received. The body had been abandoned by 
the other four on South Mountain, where it was discovered by Zebe 
Mayes when he went there to bring up his cow. No one knew just whose 
bullet had been effective. The outlaws rode hard to Maguire's Store, 
where Oliver unwittingly helped them to escape. "For want of a horse- 
Shoe!" they undoubtedly would have been overtaken and captured, 


The’ general store, from which the village got its name, once was a 
mecca for busy men and business men from all surroundidg sections, as 
far away as 50 miles or more. The building is now the home of several 
hundred laying hens, which production is destined for the hatchery. It 
is built of hand-made bricks that veneer cypress, logs, It stands today 
magnificent as one comes upon it suddenly, its.three stories, basement 
‘included, a survivor of man's vandalism and impish impulse to tear 
down and replace with something new, though never so elegant of line 
or so well built. 


It big underground area-. seems haunted, like the rest of it, and 
gives back echoes as one speaks, Its second or "ground floor",although 
“high off-the ground, . once throgged with life and movements of those 
-who- came from the whole countryside around to buy and sell, or to hear 
the news by word of mouth. The third floor, a hugh hall with ante- 
rooms, in those times was a Masonic lodge hall and town meeting place. 
There such men as dobert McCamy and Elias Boudinot came visiting to 
help initiate into Masonic rites young bucks of the backwoods area who 
‘Called it "town". . 


Sylva Lodge, No, 282, F&AM,. received a charter dated Jan.7, 1873, at 
which time Sam W. Williams was Grand Master of Arkansas. According to 
this charter, B. F. Williams was Worshipful Master; James.C. Oliver, 
Senior warden; and H.M. Maguire Junior Warden. Meetings were held on 
the second floor of the Maguire Store building, that part of the 
building being owned by the Lodge. The charter members of ‘Sylva Lodge 
were: Frank King, W. Ferguson, Jno. Mayes, B.C. Mason, John H.Harrin, 
James Hall, D.M.Dickey, H.Colwell, Thomas Stuart, W.M.Kinzie, B.F. 
Williams, G.\W.Maguire, Hichard Mitchell, James F.Hood, J,J.Bishop, 
H.M.Maguire, Geo.H.Hobins, Levi Phillips,Ewing Benbrook, “Ben Shumate, 
John Masters, J.C.Qliver, W.P.Walker, T.S.Wwilliams, Thomas \. Williams, 
‘Villiam Blackburn. When Sylva. Lodge removed to Elkins. soon after the 
turn-of the century, the upper story of the building became the prop— 
perty of Mr.-and Mrs. John R, Vail who owned the farm at that time. Mr. 
Vail was a member of the Lodge. 


Dr.B.F Williams was one of the citizens repponsible for much of the 
comnunity's progress. He was responsible for the establishment of a 
-postoffice known as Maguire's Store. This postoffice was put in opera- 
tien in August 1867, with Benjamin F. Williams as postmaster. The 
doctor and his wife. attended to postal duties in their home, with Mrs. 
Williams in charge most of the time, the doctor in those days spending 
much of his time away from home. Greene W. Maguire was apoointed post— 
master in December 1886, at which.time the office was moved to the 
store: building. In,May-1887 Dr. Williams was re-appointed, The post— 


office was discontinued in October 1888. 

Dr. williams was a pioneer country doctor who saved many lives.Often 
catled from his bed in the middle of a bitterly cold night he would 
‘find his horse saddled and waiting — a service performed by his 


ance. Another grandchild, Mrs. James Gregory, lives in Fayetteville. 
Dr. williams retired from the practice of medicine near the turn of 


the century. wees 05 


The death of the Hon. Hosea M. Maguire in 1888, at the time he was a 
representative from Washington County in the state legislature, dealt 
a blow to the community from which it did not recover. 


Through the Reconstruction period and long after, however, Maguire- 
town lived and thrived. The coming of the &t.Paul branch railroad, the 
Pacific & Great Eastern Railway, the building of good roads to larger 
shopping centers, the lure of white collar jobs in the city for boys-- 
all have had their effect in wiping out Maguire's Store, ghost-town of 
early civilization and pioneer culture, 


MAGUIRE TOWN -—— Odds arid Ends 
The late Dr, H. D. Wood of Fayetteville read medicine under Dr.F.B. 


Williams and began his practice on the John W. Meredith farm. J. S. 
Meredith, later M.D., was the first baby Dr. Wood ushered into the 


in world, The late Dr.J.S,Meredith lived in Mangum, Okla. 


Eeeees ll meget 

Owners of the Maguire Store property since’ the death of H.M.Maguire 
have included: Hosea Benbrook (father of Herb); Dr.B.F.Williams; Gene 
Fisher of stagecoach fame; Dan Smith; a Mr.Setzer; Mr.and Mrs.J.R.Vail 
- who retained possession about 35 years, It is now the property of Mr. 
| and Mrs.K.M.Comstock, former residents of Fayetteville. 

| iat ge ies. 

“Tom Towler, Y.J. Baird and H.M.Benbrook were the early mule buyers, 
collecting them in the fall and then driving them in late winter to 
the southern mule markets, Mr.Baird was the grandfather of Robert Earl 
Cunningham of Prairie Grove. Towler's grandchildren now. living are Mrs. 
Belva Lawson of Elkins, Towler F. Rough and Mrs, Lella Caldwell, both 
of Tulsa Sa. ” + 

Sitayey A 
Many a time in the days before 1900, White River froze over, so that 
it was possible to drive a team across at almost any point. This ice 
- was chopped from the river and stored for use the next summer. 

neon ; Apwede 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Towler lived on what is now the Meredith farm. They 
received some notoriety because of a boas skin which hung on the front 
of their log home. ! 
eneyeo 

The late Charles McCatherine of Fayettevillé provided transportation 
for himself and other treveling sakesmen to trading points east, in- 
cluding Maguire's, in a two-horse surrey. Overnight stops were made by 
these "drummers" as late as 1915 at the Vail home. 

Reuse 
Dr. Williams! second wife, Martha {widow of Tom Towler ), was the last 
person buried in the family graveyard on the Maguire property. 

Names connected with this community to remember include: Miss Millie, 
and Bill and Joe Meredith and.Mrs. Cener Robins, who live on the orig- 
inal Meredith farm; Dolph Stokenbury, who owned the king property; 
Tuck Smith, veteran of the Civil War; Mr.and Mrs,Matt Lewis and child- 
ren: Dave, Charles, Mark, Bess, Rett and Sis; the Eric Bodine, Matt 
Perry and Jim Wood families; Arthur Hubard, John Harmon, Ples Robinson 
and L. Ogdon; Bill Kelly of ‘Chicken Bristle; Mr. and Mrs.Wes King and 
sons Rob, Sam and Early; Among the early-day preachers were: 

A. Buchanan, J.H.King, B.H.Pearson, Bill Johnson, Charles Stockburger, 
Dave Hood, and a Mr.Stone, ata 
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Old Record Book Has Recorded 121-Year History Otis 
White River eee nes of Cumberland Presbyterian Church » 


by W. J. Lemke , 


One of the best preserved. nies records that we have had the 
privilege of examining is-the leather-bound record book of the White 
River Congregation of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, It is in the 
keeping of J.P. St et A whose family has been active in that church 
for 121 years. 

The White River Ganahegabiicd was organized early. in 1831, when ten 
persons subscribed to the following agreement:. - | 

"In the year of our Lord 1831 the . following person's, professing 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and a willingness to support the Gospel 
as God'in His providence might prosper them, agreed to organize into a 
congregation to be known by the name of White River Congregation, under 
the care of the -Arkansas Presbytery of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, and to have the word and ordinances of God administered | to 
them by its ministers; cat ayy Ret 


1. Robert MecCamy ease Mane Ritter 

2. Robert Strain ‘7, Malinda Wilson 

3. Mary Strain . 8, Thursey Shaver 

4, James Strain 9. Newton McCamy i di 
5. George Strain. 10, Jarrett Wood . bck yh 


Bros. Robert Buchanan, Robert Strain, Robert McCamy and Jarrett Wood 
were chosen to’. and Aa doe the office of Ruling Elders. in said ‘¢oni- 
lS Arede 7 os 


Date and place of the organization meeting pst: pels but re 
‘second entry is dated "June 15, 1831" and reads as follows: — "White 
River Session met at the dwelling house of Jarrett. Wood. Members 
present: Minister A, Buchanan, Elders Robert McCamy, . Robert Strain, 
Robert Buchanan, and Jarrett Wood," 


The next meeting of the Session was at "The Campground" on Sept. 12, 
1835, when the following persons were received into the church: 


Jarrett Wood 3 Martha Prewitt Malinda Vaughan 
Sarah Hale Daniel Ritter Margaret Irven 
Polly Fletcher James West Lotty McMillan 
Elizabeth Strain Robert Buchanan James Wilson 
woes McCamy Polly Buchanan 


Place and date of the early Sessions, with names of members admitted, 
may be of interest: 


July 20, 1839, at Jarrett Wood's, Harriett Lewis, Polly Maxwell and 
Mary Marshall. A.Buchanan was Moderator and Jarrett Wood clerk pro,tem. 
Aug. 18, 1839, at the Camp Ground. James Green,- Dillard Irven. _. 
Aug. 19, 1839, at Camp Ground. Sarah West, James Hill, Aaron West, 
Polly Strain, Elizabeth Williford,..Nancy Biard, | 

Aug. 20, 1839, at Camp Ground. Robert Marshall, Elizabeth Marshall, 
Jacob Shaver, Matilda Shaver, Permeley Shaver, Rachel West, ‘Elizabeth 
Fletcher, Polly Benbrook,: Allen McMillon, — 
' Feb, 13, 1840, atthe “Camp Ground. on White River, It was. Nordéred 
that the Deacons pay the amount of subscriptions for preaching to 
Brothers A. Buchanan and;B.H.Pearson equally", 

Mar. 25, 1842, at the Camp Ground. George West was baptized by the 
Rev. J. F. King 


~~ « ‘ ‘ 
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Feb, 4, 1844, at the White Ried ue Ground. James Strain: and James 
Shults were elected Elders and George Strain was elected Deacon. They | 
were forthwith ordained to the offices of Elder and.Deacon by the Rev. 
Isaac Y. Nolan, | 

Feb, 25, 1844, at the Camp Ground. Emaline Wade was baptized by the 
Revecus fe King... i 

Sept. l, 18h at the White River Camp Ground. James Fletcher was 
baptized by immersion by the Rev. A, Buchanan ae te 

Oct. 12, 1845, at the house of James Shults, James Maxwell and his 
wife Elizabeth, Allen C. McMillon and his wife Lyda, Lewis Marshall 
and his wife Hanna, Polly Maxwell, Abigail Maxwell and Mary Anderson. 
Q@No minister being present, a1] was done by order of the Session, and 
Signed by the Clerk, James Shults." 

Sept .21,1846, at Mount Comfort meeting house, "Sarah M. Wood, Martha 
J. Strain and Minerva Strain were received into the communion of the 
Church and they being residents within the bounds of White River Con- 
gregation were transferred to said Congregation by order of the 
Session. A. Carnahan, Clerk." 

Sept. 16, 1846, at the house of James Shults, Rev. Benjamin Carnahan 
presided as Moderator. Robert McCamy and Jarrett Wood were named to 
attend th4 Session of the Presbytery at Huntsville, 

Aug. 7, 184%, at dwelling house of James Shults, "In compliance with 
an order made by the Washington Presbytery, the said Buchanan, with 
Session, proposed to examine and enquire into the condition and stand- 
ing of the Congregation and found it out of order". 

Aug. 8, 1847. The Clerk (James Shults) made a motion to resign the 
office but the motion did not carry, 

Aug. 14,:.1847, at dwelling house of James Shults. "The members ofthe 
Congregation generally being present, the Clerk proceeded to call each 
name separately and the Moderator enquired of each member whether or 
not they were willing to retain them as members in the Church; and 
they were all retained except Christopher Kiser and Charity Willians, 
Bros. Hugh Lewis and James S,ults were appointed to converse with 
Kiser. and report to the Session, Bros. Jarrett Wood and Luther Bell 
and Sister Mary Strain were appointed to converse with Charity Williams, 
The Session adjourned to meet tomorrow evening at the Liberty School- 
house on the Middle Fork of White River. A. Buchanan, Moderator." 


The meeting place of the White River Congregation of the CP Church 
during its. early years (1831 to 1853) was usually the Camp Ground on 
White River, although some of the Sessions were held at the homes of 
the Elders -- Jarrett Wood and James Shults, for example. Sessions 
were also held at Liberty, Union, King's, Smith's and other "Meeting 
Houses", and after 1872 frequently at Strain''s school house and at the 
Valley Grove Church, 


After Hosea M, Maguire became activé in the church, theré were many 
meetings. of the Session at "Maguire's Church House" and at Maguire's 
Store. A Session in October 1853 was held in the "residence of H.M. 
Maguire on the Main Fork of White River", 


The ministers who: acted as Moderator at ihead Sessions form a Who's 
Who of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. The noted Andrew Buchanan 
presided over. all the Sessions from 1831 to 1839, and returned to pre- 
side in 1844 and from 1847 to 1853. Other early Moderators were B.H. 
Pearson, K. F. King, Isaac Nolan, Benjamin Carnahan, William McMillon, 
L. M. Bell, Adam Carnahan, F.R.Earle, S. Black, Rev.Totten, J. M. -Todd, 
L.JeS. Prayther, J. S, Stockburger ( first in 1890, then from‘1897 .to 
1915), J.A.Prather and J. H. Kelly. 


Clerk of the Session at first was Robert Strain. He was followed by 
Robert McCamy, James Shults, William G- Shults, G. W. King. From 
1869 to 1873 the Clerk of the Session was H.D.Wood, who had joined the 
White River Congregation in 1866 and who was later to become one of 
Fayetteville!s best-loved physicians. H.M.Maguire was Clerk from 1881 
to 1887. Others were Thomas Christian, J.N.Shelton, J.W. McKinney. 
J.P,Sto kenbury was Clerk for over 55 years, 


The Stokenbury family has been active in the church for nearly a 
century. As early as July 28, 1856, there appears, this entry in the 
old record book: "Union Meeting House on Main Fork of White River. 
Sister Jane Stokenbury ... received the ordinance: of baptism, also 
. Maitta, Lucinda and Robert Henry, infants of Harmon and Jane Binet 
bury, by Rev. J.F.King." 


The old record book ofthe White River Congregation contains sections 
headed "Register. of Elders", "Register of Deacons", "Register of Com- 
municants", "Register of Infant Baptisms","Register of Adult Baptisms", 
and "Register of Marriages". The first Elders, all elected in April 
1831, were Robert McCamy, Robert Buchanan, Robert. Strain and Jarrett 
Wood.:The first Deacons, named August 20, 1839, were Dillard Irven and 
Hugh Lewis. | 


The "Register of Communicants" contains hundreds of names of leading 
families of the White River Valley, together with date of each indiv- 
idual's admission to the Church, M.J,.Stokenbury joined the Church July 
28, 1856. He died May 18, 1921. After his name appears the entry, "A 
member of the church 65 years". Mollie Stokenbury joined the church 
November 18, 1881; she died June 25, at \ notation says "A member 
of the church 56 years," | - 


The first infant baptism recorded <6 that of Susan C.: Strain, daugh- 
ter of James and E. Strain, June: 5, 1853. However, the baptismal 
records appear to be incomplete and there undoubtedly were infant bap- 
tisms betwen 1831 and 1853. The "Register of Adult Baptisms" is also 
incomplete, the first entry being dated 1869, Yet the minutes of the 
Session show one adult baptism in (1842 and three in 1844, | 


The first marriages recorded are those of Young Ritter and Malinda 
Wilson, John Still and Malinda Vaughan, Henry Maxwell and Pilly Strain, 
J.B.H.Strain and Elizabeth Maxwell, Gibson Wagner and Margaret Irven, 
These five marriages probably occurred in 1836, although only the 
first one (Ritter-Wilson) bears a definite date -- June 28, 1836. — 


The "Statistical Report to the Presbytery" shows that the White River 
Congregation had 10 communicants in 1831, 24 in 1835, 42 in 1839. The 
church's high point was in 1874, when it had 8 Elders and 103 members, 


The Civil War years are missing in the old record book. Evidently 
there were no Sessions and no statistics. The last Session before the 
War was on July 29,,1856; the first after the War was in peu 1866, 


The last Session of the White Ran ee cbreeeaataeh of tiie: Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church met at Elkins on December 2, 1898. Beginning with 
the November 26, 1899, Session, it is the Elkins Congregation, with. 
the Rev. J.W. Stockburger continuing. as Moderator and J.P. Sia aveuase! as 
Clerk, After that, all Sessions were held at Elkins, . | 


Some Church Notes 


Family names that appear in the Minutes of the White River Congre- 
gation .of the: Cumberland Presbyterian Church before the Civil War 
(1831-1856): Benbrook, Biard, Buchanan,:; Collier, - Fletcher, Foster, 
Green, Hale, Haroll, Harris, Hill, Homsley, Irven, King, Langson,Lewis, 
Logan, McCamy, McMillon, Maxwell, Marshall, Maguire, Prewitt, Ritter, 
Robins,. Shaver,. Shults, Stokenbury, Shean; Vaughan, Wade, West »Wilson, 
Williams,. Williford, Wood, 

np ee | 

The Rev, G.W. Thompson of Fayetteville, retired minister of the Cunm- 
berland Presbyterian Church, was a delegate to the convention in 1906 
when the Cumberland Presbyterians united with the Presbyterian Church 
USA. He represented the White River (Batesville) Presbytery. Rev, 
Thompson recalls that 106 CP delegates withdrew from the convention, 
met in the Decatur GAR Hall, and set up an organization to continue 
the Cumberland Church, Of these 106 "unreconstructed" Southern minis- 
ters, onaly, five are still living. Rev. chomneen is one of the five. 

——CP--- 

The of ficial. Minutes of the Arkansas Presbytery. of the Cumgerland 
Presbyterian Church give Mars Hill 1825 as the first. CP organization 
formed in Washington County. Second was Cane Hill in 1827, The organi- 
zation date for the WhiteRiver Congr. gation (Elkins) is given as 1834, 

—_(Ps= 

The only meeting of the Arkansas Presbytery held on White River was 
in March 1836. The meeting was "at the dwelling house of Robert Strain 
in the immediate vicinity of White River Meeting House, Arkansas. Terr- 
itory, Washington County". Present were: the Revs. John C. McCord, 
Andrew Buchanan and Banjamin H. Pierson. Absent were Revs.John F. King, 
John Carnahan and Jessee M, Blair. 3 

6 | --CP-- 

Andrew Buchanan, who: Signed the early Minutes of the White River 
Congregation of the Cumberland Church, was one of the greatest of the 
pioneer preachers. He was one of the first ministers in Fayetteville. 
He was born 1792:in Tennessee; died 1857 and as buried at Prairie 
Grove, where he made his home, He came to Batesville in 1822 .and was 
ordained in.1827. He preached all over northwest Arkansas and. southern 
Missouri. as an itinerant circuit rider. In his will he left all the 
land that Prairie Grove now occupies to Cane Hill College, He was 
affectionately known as. "Uncle Buck". . | 7 

ee (8 sans 

The bounds of the White River Congregation were fixed by the Arkan- 
sas Presbytery meeting at Mt. Comfort March 5, 1834, as follows: "Be- 
ginning at the SE corner of Prairie Congregation; thence running with 
the E line of said. Congregation: north to the West Fork of White River; 
thence down said river: to the mouth of Brush Creek; Thence up said 
creek to its source; thence with the dividing midee between War Eagle 
and..Richland south to:the head of Richland; thence south to the divid- 
ing ‘ridge between Mulberry and White. River waters; thence with said 
ridge., in.a western direction tothe beginning." : 

be 

The first Baptist churches in Washington County are given: on page 
125 of the History of Arkansas Baptists as follows: Baptist Ford 1830; 
White River . Church 1830..or earlier... The. Spring River Association at 
its 1830 session arranged for a campmeeting at this White fiver Church 
with. Elders David Orr and:R. Kezee in oparee: It was located on Middle 
Fork of White AEN, 


ae. 


An Old-Timer's Reminiscences of the Old Days at Goshen 
by Tom Feathers 


Here are the high spots ofa two-hour conversation with Elmer Earnest 
(Doc) McCawley, age 87, and his brother Tom, age 71. Doc was born in 
Indiana in 1864. His parents moved to a farm near the Washington-Madi- 
son County line almost due east of Fayetteville in 1876. On this farm 
his brother was born, 

In the fall of 1876 one Tom McCawley, a resident of Indiana, loaded 
his household belongings into one covered wagon and his family into 
another, There began a trip to northwest Arkansas which was uneventful 
except for a delay of two days at a river somewhere in Missouri, Fall 
rains had caused the river to rise to such an extent that it, could nct 
be forded immediately. About three weeks later they reached their 
destination, a farm south of Goshen,The final phase of getting settled 
in their new home was the cutting of enough wood to last bhpaugh the 
winter, : 

~--McC---  getit > 

To provide the needs of his family and to set himself up in the 
business of farming, Mr. McCawley began operating a freight line. He 
had two good wagons and teams, so he drove a freight wagon between 
Pierce City, Mo., and Van Buren, Ark.,, during the years 1878 and 1879. 
Elmer started to school at the Frog. Level school and went one day,. "It 
was all the teacher's fault", he said, so he, went. to work -hauling 
freight. ed EO Chive one 

. Hyogalt a | 

Brother Tom Jr., born in 1881, attended the Frog Level school - in, 
1887, his teacher being John Bird, who rae all saa grades in the 
oI Ads Os school, ones " 

-dayegas. | | 

BaPoxe the Civil War Billy Hughes built. a flour and meal mild some 
two miles northeast of Tuttle and the White House. school, He ‘Operated 
the mill until after the War, when he sold out. to Uncle ‘Buck Sanders. 
Mr. Sanders and his son, Rév. Newt Sanders, a Methodist preacher, © ran 
the mill -for.several years. «The following item appeared in the Fay- 
etteville Daily Democrat August. 1;,1931: "Fire believed ta have been. 
of incendiary origin last. night destroyed the ‘old Sanders, water mill, 
well-known landmark» on’ Richland Creek. The mill was the property of _ 
F, N. Sanders." rane 

Be Fi —-MeC+—< ‘: 

There were buo stores open:for business “in ‘the village of Goshen. in 
the 1880s, John Tunstill]l gwned. one-.of these - general mercantile stores. 
The other was owned and operated by Joe -Frost. and Hart Slaughter, the 
father of J.Lona Slaughter. of Fayetteville. Staple groceries purchased 
at these stores did not’ include sugar and tobacco, Nearly everyone had 
his own tobacco patch at home, Sorghum and honey, substituted for sugar.. 
Coffee bought at the store was. green, é and in its original. | bean ‘form, ; It. 
was roasted and ground at home, Remember the coffee MLL, A Oo 

SSoMcOESu aT 

The Rev, Daye Lucas lived. near the county line at Wesley, Other than 
being a Christian minister and-holding services on Sunday at, the. diff 
erent schoolhouses: avilable, he. ,tanned hides at his home and. made. 
shoes by the peg and awl method. Shoes were. also. made. by John - ‘Cannon 
and his son, John Jr, The Cannons lived in Richland valley south of 
Goshen, 


--—McC--- 


Jim Tunstill owned and operated a wheat mill on the creek just north 
of Goshen, This was one of the first steam-operated mills in this part 
of the county. Five to six foot lengths of wood were used to fire the 
boiler, A Mr.Waters was fireman at the mill. The story is told that he 
had an intense hatred for cats. Mr. Waters gathered all the cats he 
could get his hands on one night, put them in a burlap bag and burned 
them alive in the mill's boiler pit. For this he was convicted and 
sentenced to serve 90 days. Where he served his time-is not known but 
he did remove himself from the community. 

---McC--- 

The religious life of these pioneers is not to Be forgotten. Church 
services were held at the Langley, Goshen, Frog Level and Tuttle 
schoolhouses, They were conducted by preachers of all denominations, 
The denomination was not as important in those days as it is now, 

—--McC--- 

Medical eare along the eastern reaches of the county was the respon- 
sibility of Doctors McCord, Kelly and Armstrong. These doctors main- 
tained residences in the neighborhood of Goshen, Dr. Swift, later of 
Filkins, began his practice at Goshen. He arrived in Goshen with a team 
of fine horses and a new surrey, a two-seated affair with cord fringe 
around the top. Dr.McCord took young Dr.Swift to task and told him the 
only way he could survive starvation at Goshen the first year would be 
to sell the horses, About two years later and without the horses, Dr, 
Swift moved to eucing, where he built a large practice, 

---McC--- 

A large still was in operation south of Goshen and east up Dry Creek 
on the Washington-Madison County line. It was under the management of 
Link Johnson and John Webb, Most of the whiskey was hauled to Benton- 
ville and sold to the government. It was put in 10-gallon kegs and 
hauled by wagon, One of the teamsters who transported the whiskey 
tells the story of how a stop was made at a point near where Rogers is 
now located. He would remove a hoop from each of three or four kegs, 
bore a hole where the hoop had been and take about a quart or so from 
‘each keg. Then he would plug the hole and replace the hoop. These 
guarts were hidden by the side of the road and Gest ae later after 
| making delivery of the kegs to the warehouse, 

-~--McC--- - | 

When the Cherokee Nation was removed from the East through Arkansas 
to the Indian Territory, one group of Indians passed through Tuttle in 
1839. Evidences of their encampment are located in the area some two 
miles north of the Tuttle store down the bed of Richland Creek, 

---McC--- 

During these early days most of the land had to be cleared. of trees 
‘and underbrush, After the trees had been felled and trimmed, neighbors 
would gather for a log-rolling, following which the host to such an 
affair would serve supper and then have a square dance, Another meet- 
ing of interest was when the men went from farm to farm for corn- 
-husking. At most of these gatherings a jug of whiskey was placed in 
the center.of a huge pile of corn. The men would then circle the corn 
and begin hysking, The one who husked his way through the corn to the 
jug first would get the first drink. 

---McC--- ak 

Favorite winter entertainments were corn-popping and taffy-pulls,. 
orn was popped over the open fireplace, Taffy was made from cane 
| sorghum, and this sorghyn was a kitchen eC RBST ey, for use as sweeten- 
ing, since there was no sugar, 


"Over the Hill to the -— - — '" 
by Tom Feathers 


An original entry dated October 30, 1838, completed a transaction 
whereby the United States government gave possession of certain lands 
to one John Gibson, These lands were described as the West 4 of the 
Southwest = of Section 33, Township 17 North, Range 29 West. The 
patent to this land is recorded on Certificate No.2928,which was dated 
May 1, 1845, and signed by President James K. Polk, 


On June 8, 1839; Mr. Gibson conveyed this land to James Owens and 
Elenaor, his wife, by warranty deed for $300, 

Mr. Owens and wife sold this same tract of land to Hlias eae 
wife, by warranty deed, on May 6, 1848, for $230, 

Washington County, napresenteds by Commissioners Jas, P. Neal, Wm. M. 
Bowers and A.W.Brownlee, purchased the property by warranty deed for 
for $350 on February 13, 1852, 


Another original entry dated October 28, 1852, completed a transac-— 
tion whereby the United states government gave possession ofthe South- 
west % of the Southwest 4 of Section 33, Township 17 North, Range 29 
West, aa one Joseph Holcombe. On that same day, October 28, 1852, Mr, 
Holcombe sold the land to Washington County by quit claim deed for A 
P.R.Smith, clerk, accepted the deed for the County. 


The third original entry having to do with this story is dated Dec- 
ember 15, 1851, in which the United States government granted the 
Southwest + of the Northwest 4 of Section 33, Township 17 North, Range 
29 West, to Robert D. Gray, Mr.Gray and Agnes, his wife, sold this 
land to Wesley Homswright by warranty deed on January 12,1852 for $50, 


Wesley Homswright and Patsey, his wife, sold to John Glassbrook by 
warranty deed on April 4; 1854, for $11. Mr.Glassbrook retained owner- 
ship for three years and then sold to Washington County by warranty 
deed in May 1857 for $75. 


So, good old Washington County was in the real estate business, with 
two tracts of land purchased in 1852 and a third in 1857. The first 
two tracts the @unty owned for 44 years and the third was in the 
County's possession 39 years. Came November 21, 1896, and County Com- 
missioners M. Mock, I. Cherry and J.M. Phillips sold all three tracts, 
containing 115 acres more or less, to J.L.Pinkerton and Mary. Stewart, 


The next transfer of this property was in 1927 and the abstracts had 
to be brought up to date. A statement from B.P.Holzberg of Washington , 
D.C., dated November 9, 1927, states that the second tract (SES SWS of 
Sec .33, Twp.17N,R29W, District of Fayetteville; Ark.) was entered by 
Joseph Holcombe on October 28, 1852, with Choctaw Certificate No.363, 
Patent to Jospph Holcombe of Washington County on April 2, 1857, and 
sent to local office where it is recorded in Vol.3, Page ily In 1871 
J.¥.Cravens and one unknown character failed to pay taxes on lands in 
Section 33. and in 1872 J.D.Walker forfeited some land in the same sec- 
tion for taxes, To make sure that .the land on which the. taxes were 
delinquent was not the County's real estate, there is Certificate 6863 
from the State Land Commissioner, dated October 21, 1927. It states: 


All taxes and special assessments from 1852 to 1896 inclusive are paid. 
The land being public property, it was not subject to taxation for the 

years 1852-1896 inclusive. Both the certificate from Mr. Holzberg and 
the one aoe the Land CISA HRN SABC D were sent to Mary Stewart Hartley. 


We have fine revealed the TORRLISA of the farm -- Te was long known 
as the A.G.Hartley place and is now the home of Judge and Mrs, Karl 
Greenhaw and oe SAEUAS hee) eas Greenhaw. 


During the years Prat this farm was owned by ne County (1852-1896), 
people going there were sent "over the hill to the County Home", or 
they were sent tothat section ofthe same farm which housed the inane 


In January 1852,. Judge Jonathan Newman, who served as County Judge 
from 1844 until 1860, appointed a committee to select and purchase for 
the County a poor farm, The men in whom the judge put his trust to 
make’this selection and purchase were: James P. Neal, a stepson of the 
Rev.Andrew Buchanan, who was admitted to the bar in 1844, served inthe 
Mexican War with a company of mounted volunteers from Washington Coun- 
ty, and then moved to Texas -where he practiced law until 1870; and 
A. W. Brownlee, an associate justice from 1851 to 1856 and again from 
1857-to 1860; and William M. Bowers, who served as county treasurer 
from 1844 to 1852 and represented the County in the state legislature 
from November 1852 to January 1853. — 


This committee presented the results of its activities to the County 
Court at the April term of the same year. They reported that they had 
purchased the farm of Elias Muncey in Township 17, Range 29 West, con- 
taining 80 acres as of February 13 for the sum of $350, This action 
of the committee was approved by the-court,; At this same session the 
court ordered ‘the erection of two additional log buildings on the 
property, to be located near a large spring. With the increase in pop- 
ulation of ‘the county ‘through the-years, additions to the property 
became necessary. At one time there were as many-as 16 one-room log 
cabins in this area, 


The home of Mr, and Mrs.Muncey was designated to be used as the home 
of the caretaker. One of the first log buildings to be erected was to 
be used to accommodate paupers of "good and sound mind". The State of 
Arkansas had no hospital for nérvous diseases, so the second building 
erected on the Washington County Farm was to house the "weak and 
feeble-minded". Both these structures were one-story and had small 
windows which were considred high from the floor, They were also 
equipped with fireplaces at each end. The "weak and feeble-minded" (at 
least some of them) were better controlled by the use of a "ball and 
chain", which was attached to the ankle. Later the "ball" part was re- 
moved and the chains were attached to the wall, either inside for the 
colder weather or outside during summer. This change was appreciated 
by. the. caretaker whose duty it had been to move the heavy iron "balls! 
from place to place, 


The County Court of April 1852 appointed John R. Glazebrook to be 
the County's first poorhouse commissioner, Many persons served as ad- 
ministrator at the County Home until 1886 when John A.’ Beckett was 
appointed, It was during his tenure at the "Home" that the Rev.William 
Sherman, now a retired Methodist minister of Fayetteville, was filling 


his appointments at churehes on the Goshen circuit, These included the 

Sons Chapel Church, Mr.Sherman nelates that. on several occasions after 

he had conducted services at the church he would spend the afternoon 

at the "Home" visiting with the residents or having a service for them, 
~The services were held in the living room of ‘the caretaker's home. 

John S. Johnson, father of Pat-and Wallace Johnson, served as County 
Home commissioner during the tenure in ee of. County Judge Hill, 


All that remains on the farm which was pla ited there by the County is 
near the southeast corner in what is now a heavily grassed pasture, 
‘Here the County buried its paupers.s The sandstone markers for these 
final resting places have, during the years, become tilted in all 
directions, And these grave markers have Ba tare eee ea dates. 

Some of them may ‘bé close to 100 years old, | | 
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NEWS: AND NOTES pow 
by W.d.Lemke © | say 


On March 9, Miss Elizabeth Curry was my: guest. .on our Historical 
Society's pilgrimage to Pea Ridge. On the drive back to Fayetteville 
she told me that her father hed- fought in the battle of Pea Ridge as a 
member of Hendricks! Indiana Regiment.She also told me that her father 
had kept 4.war-time diaryiand ‘she promised to secure the diary for me, 
SO that it could be published in FLASHBACK. 

"Some weeks after our Pea Ridge: tour Miss:Curry was taken 211, She 
died April 28, 1952, 

She was the fifth member to aie since our soleby was organized a 
‘little over a year ago, The others:: Mrs, Addie Felker, Nathan Boone 
Williams, Judge T.H.Humphreys, Mrs.Earle Bates..: : 

The Washington County Historical SacteveiHes) patient a list of mon- 
uments and markers ‘located in Washington County as a service to its 
members’ and’ to the general public, This.is'the second county list in 
Arkansas, the first being Pulaski County, compiled by Margaret Smith 
Ross of Little Rock, “Mrs.’Ross, in a talk to the Arkansas Historical 
Association recently, related the difficulties, as well as the pleas- 
ures, of running down the location and ee on each historical 

marker, 
com Oe uid svete ad 4 cabs . 
“ Exact transcriptions of the Minutes of the various Presbyteries in 
Arkansas of the Cumberland Fresbyucawen Church ‘are in’ the Library of 
‘ the’ University of Arkansas. ‘ Minutes of’ the Arkansas Presbytery ( in 
which Washington County: is: located) .are firem 1823 to 1876. However, 
the records from 1847 to 1864 are missing. The volumes are inscribed 
"Presented to the University of Arkansas by Rev. G.W.Thémpson, Stated 
Clerk, Synod of Arkansas, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, May 1939". 
A bn 

The WCHS, has several research projects under way and welcomes con- 
tributions of material or information on the following: 

1. The writings of J.H.VanhHoose, He was a‘prolific writer and there 
must be much of his. work in existence, either in the form of manuscripts 
or newspaper clippings. We have two of his poems’ and three prose arti- 
cles, and would like to know of others. 

2. A list of students of Ozark Institute at Mt.Comfort and of Arkan- 
‘sas College of Fayetteville, Pleas& send us any names you know, to- 
gether with the proof of their enrollment in these schools, 


Report on Pea Ridge Pilgrimage 


On Sunday, March 9, 1952, the Washington County Historical Society 
sponsored a pilgrimage to Elkhorn Tavern (Benton County) in observance 
of the 90th anniversary of the battle of Pea Ridge. Over 300 persons 
gathered at the historical markers on Highway 62, toured the battle- 
field from Leetown to Elkhorn, visited the Battlefield Museum. Alvin 
Seamster, mayor of Bentonville and member of the WCHS, had arranged 
for the. use of a sound truck,so our visitors were able to hear a brief 
description of the battle, At Elkhorn Tavern, Mayor Seamster and W.J. 
Lemke spoke briefly and: Booth Campbell of Cane Hill sang the "Old 
Rebel" ballad, The tourists saw the Tavern and its collection of his- 
torical relics and inspected the monuments on the site, 

The large attendance at Pea Ridge was due to publicity given the 
pilgrimage by the newspapers of northwest Arkansas and by the Ozark 
Playground Association, Visitors were present from such distant places 
as Tulsa and Springfield, The Southwest American of Fort Smith sent a 
reporter and a photographer, and gave the pilgrimage front-page story- 
and-picture on March 10, Other papers in this area also carried pil- 
grimage stories, 

The March 7-8 issue of FLASHBACK. carried an account of the battle, 
together with maps and other information, Many of our members brought 
the issue along on the pilgrimage and used it as a guide, 


Board of Directors Holds March Meeting 


The WCHS board of directors met March 25 and completed plans for a 
pilgrimage to Maguiretown and the eae Creek valley to Goshen, The 
date set was Sunday, April 20. 

The board decided to repeat last erie Visit to Evergreen Ceaetere 
- in May.3; and to attend the memorial exercises at the Confederate ceme- 
tery in June, 

The secretary-treasurer reported 175 memberships for 1952, He called 
attention to the great demand for copies of the "Pea Ridge Edition" of 
FLASHBACK which had exhausted the Society's supply. It was decided not 
. to sell single copies of future issues to non-members, Henceforth 
FILLASHBACK will go only to members, 

The president announced appointment ‘to the board of directors of 
Mrs.L.E.Maupin (representing Prairie Grove)and Miss Lorraine Williams. 

Other matters discussed were the state historical association meet- 
ing at Little Rock April 10-11, the gathering of information about the 
county's historical markers, suggestions for genealogical research, 
and articles for the next issue of FLASHBACK, 

Present at the March 25 meeting were: Miss Holcombe, Mrs,Read, Miss 
Albright, Miss Droke, Mr, Root, Mr. Feathers, Mr. Lemke, 


Directory Contains Names of 1800 Engineering Graduates 


An important record that will become still more valuable as the 
years roll on:is the Alumni Directory of the UofA College of Fngineer- 
ing. This 80-page booklet, published by The /rkansas Engineer, con- 
tains the name, address, and present position of the University's 
engineering graduates from 1888 to 1951, The tremendous job of compil- 
ing the information about the 1800 engineering graduates was done by 
the Arkansas Alpha chapter of Tau Beta Pi. Copies of the Directory are 
$1. and may be obtained from the Dean of Engineering office, 


